CHAPTER XXII

DIPLOMACY

WHAT had become evident, even at Constanti-
nople, was that Mustapha and his influence, as well
as the policy of repression by cruelty and devasta-
tion, had failed. Barbarities continued, and were
met by active resistance on a small scale wherever
the Turks attempted to penetrate. Small Turkish
detachments were beaten here and there, but no
general plan of operation appeared to offer a chance
of ultimate success to either party. The Porte,
therefore, sent its best diplomatic agent, Server
Effendi, with a magniloquent and mendacious pro-
clamation and a summons for the election of a
deputation of Cretans of both religions, to meet at
Constantinople to receive the promises of the well-
intentioned Turkish government for their pacifi-
cation and contentment. Server Effendi was an
intelligent and liberal man, and we became very
good friends, and if he had been permitted to treat
on the basis of accomplished facts he might have
attained something. But he was compelled to as-
sume that the island had been subjected by arms to
the will of the Porte, and must accept as concession
what they had won a right to from an effective
resistance, as yet not even partially subdued. Heafter. The army
